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Satagawea was born into ¥Shoshohe tribe near sent border of Montana -and
1daho.* The date of bér Birth is unceftain, ‘thauﬁh‘!t is thought tc be either 1¥84.
o 1788, As''& young gifl ‘éhe was kidnapped by scme crow warricrs and sold to & band
Eﬂrﬂidntsa on tha-ﬂislouri Riv-r 4n Worth deotn, !hey. in turn, .old'har tota . - -

French-Canadian Pur’ txagper nakad moussaint GCharbormeau ' . " v

Charbounaau married'her and took hat with hig ‘twé other wivos to live in one
of the villages of the Handan. hear the present site of Bismarck, ‘ﬂorth Dakota, She
was still in her teens xndpreqnnnt with Charbonneau's child when & h;story-makxng
event toock place,. one that would effect the éntire course of her 1ife, rot t§ ment- N
ton the lives of many others. The event was the arrival of Meriwether Lewis ‘and ' '
William Clagk on October 26,1804. The two explorers and their party hadleft their’
starting point just dbove St *Louxs on May 14, charged by President Thcmas JeffeISOn
to explore the vast Loulsiaha Territory and report back to him,

‘By electing tq spend the winter in the villages of the Kandan, Le&is ‘and Clark
had “stumbledon a fafitastic piece of luck: Charbonneau wanted to hire on aa'an inter
-preter and he would take Sacagawea with him, T

’ Charbonneau had spent his life in the Northwest. Lewis and Clark Gould see
{mmediately that his experience would be of inestimable value, Sacagawea's presence
on the continuation of the trip would constitute a bonus: the expedltxon would be
passing through Shoshone Indian territory where her familiarity with the language
could be of crucial importance, Just how crucial, Lewis and Clark had yet :to dis-’
cover. C .

Oon February 11, Sacagawea gave birth to a son, whe was name Baptiste, Two
wonths later, on April 7, Lewis and Clark, their party, and the ﬂ}urbanneau family
headed up the Missouri in six canoes, bound fgr the mountains and tely for
“the Pacific Ocean, - ' ' . ‘

Thanks in no small measure to Jefferson, the journey of Lewis an8 Clar* and
the contributions bf Sacagawea are will documented, Jefferson insisted that Lewis
and Clark keep detailed diaries. As a ‘result, their observations, along with those
"of others in the party, f#fm one of the most complete records of ap ewgloration in
history, And the pivotal role played by a young Indian woman, ‘instead of being
buried by time, has come down to us in rich detail. The éxplorers took note even of
the smallest acts, as for example in this éntry in Lewis's dlarY, dated April 9,
only two days after the party left the Mandan:

"(Sacagawea) busied herself in searchk for the wild artichokes which the mice
collect anddeposit in large hordes, This operation she performed by penetrating the
earth with a sharp stick about some collection of dAriftwood, Her labors soon proved

successful and she procured 2 good quantity of these roots."

Not long after thise, however, Sacagawea proved that she was capable of render-
ing much more vital service, A strcng gust of wind caught oneof the boa:s and cap-
sized it, throwing valuable cargo into the river. Clark records the incident in his
diary entry of May 14: '
. "The articles which floated out were nearly all caught by the squaw* who wasg
in the rear,.This accident had like to have cost us dear1y° for in this perocue were
embarked our papers,  instruments, bobks, medicine, a great proportion of our merche
andise and, in short, almost every article indispenaibly nécessary to further the
viewe and’ insure the wuccess of the enterprise in which we are ngvy lauhahed toc the
dlatance of 2,200 miles.”

' Sacagawea fell ill in mid-June, but rcsovered after about a week under th-
solicitous care of Lewig. One of his diary entries during that period reveals that
he realized her co'ntinued ill health or death could jeopardize that cuccess of the
mission: :
*About 2 p.m, I reached the camp, found the Indian woman extrzmely il ana nuch
reduced by her indisposition, This gave me some coicern, as well as for the poor
object herself, then wath a young child in her arms, 25 from her condition of her
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.Fear the end of July the upudition mtu-od ﬂmshom country, apd Sacagaw
began pointing out familiar landmarks, including the place whare she had bo.n.,‘m :
papped, On August 13 captain levis and an advanse party spotted an Indian on
baok, Their -friendly signals fxiled to gain his trust, however, and he rodc.nrt‘ T

better luck the following day vhen they csme upan & Shoshone women.
then to loup,vherothqutachidlndﬁomﬁurl.m&iofhphq‘
out later was Sscagavea's brother Cameahwait,.

day later, Ssoagewsa, Charbomneau, Clark, and the rest of the pu'ty gr
ived 1n the Shoahone ocamp, and Sacagawsa was joyfully reunited with her peoplo. o
of the most touching incidents was he reunion with the young woman who had been Xid-
napped with her but had esceped later, The event is recordod in the Biddle od1t.10n i
of the diarijes:

"We soun drew near to the camp, and just as ve aprroached it a voman made her
way through the crowd towards Sacegsweas, and recognizing each other, they embracsd
with the most tender affection., The meeting of these two young women had in it gome-
thing peculiarly touching, not only in the srdent manner in which their feelings
were sxpressed, but from the real interest of their situation, They had been compan<
fons in childhood; -in the war with the Minnetarees they had -both bLeen taken captivity
t41]1 ote of them had escaped from the Minneterees, with scarce hops of everseeing
her friend free from the hands of her enemies,®

~ Llater on, in the same entry, the meeting of Bacagavea '-rith her brother ls des-
eribved, She had just been summoned to the tent where Cameshwsait and Lewls and Clark
were naeting:

% .eShe came jnto tha tent, aat down, and was begmnmg to interpret, vhen in
the peraon of Cemsahweit she recognized her brother; she instantly jumped up and ran
and exilraced him, throwing over him her dlankey and weeping profuesely; the chief him-
self wvas moved, though not in the same degree, -.fler some conversation between them
she resumed her sest, and attempted to interpret for us,but ber nev ‘situation seemed
to overpower her, and she was frequently interrupted by hertears®,

: In September 1805 they crossed the Continentasl Divide over the Bitter-oct Rarje
and delightedly noted that the streams were flowing west., At the Clearwater River
they buil* camc®2, vhich shey paddled down to the junetion of the anake (mite of
Lewiston, Idaho, and Clarkston, Weshington) and on to the Columbia, On November 8
they caught sight of the Pacific, and a week later they had reached it-l,134 milee
from their starting poir%. Near the mouth of the Columlia, on & small etream la? ~2
named the Lewie and Clark River, they built Fort Cletsop and epent the winter,

The return journey was much less eventful, though 1t certainly eould no: be
congidered dull, Saecagawea continued to mesist the party as an interpreter and point-
ed out 8 gep in the mounteins that lster became know . a8 the Bozeman Pass, The exped-
ition returned to the Mandan villeses. Lewvis and Clsrk and their p vty went on to St.
Louis; Sacagewea, Charbonneeaun, and Baptiste remeined with the Indimus, -

Clark had taken & great liking to the young Bsptiste during the long journey
and esked Charbonneau and Sacegawvea if he could take him beck to St. ‘ouis,:The boy
was not yet weaned,however, and the couple dc¢~lined, In 1809 Clark &rre-jed to trans-
port the family to 8t. Louie, and he extablis-ed thew on & farm. They returred west

in 1811 on an expedition led by Manuel Lise,Lciving Baptiste with Clx .

Though Bacagawvea was thought for years to have died among her peop.- om the
Weshakia Reservation in 18k4, more relisble evidence would plesce the date of her
death sometime before 1825, qulte possidbly as arly as 1812 uhcn_phe wo1ld ltill heave
been on the Liza expedition, K
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Sacagawa “sias ' boxn ° 1ntd‘“a*8hoshone “tribe neax ‘the~present border of:Montana:acd-.
Idaho.%“The date of her'birth is uncertain,“thaufh’itiie thought to:be either 1784 -
or*l?BB. -Agls ‘young ‘girl'tehe was'kidnapped by some’grow warriors-and-sold to a'band-
ot‘ﬂ.tmtsa‘on the-Migsouri River-’in-North' Dakota, They, in- turn,’ soldxher Eo'a iz
?renoh-canadian“m:‘qranper namad 'J:ouasa:i.nt cna:.-bonncau" A [T A I R TR R
”‘Chazﬁonneau married ‘her, a.m‘l ook - her ‘with h.ts two’ot.her wives.to live.in cne

. of the. villagea of 1,']he Mandan. ’near “the present site’ of: Bigmarek ‘Northamk.ota. She !

was'still""in her’ ’t‘oena andpregnant‘with Charbonneauts® child whemdf-’hlatory-making
event:tock,place .. one that would effact the entize”course ofrhex: ‘Yifo, not- tﬁrmnc-'
1on"the*'1:l.ven of many ‘othera. The event was the arrival:oft Meriwether Lewls-: ‘and: .
william: Chagk'on oc;oper~2s 1804, -The two explorers-and their:party hadleft: tﬁei:h'

surting ﬁoi.nt just’” above St?"Louis on'May 14, chaxged by President Thokas: AJefferson

tO"axplore ‘the vast' Lot siafia’ ‘I'ei':l:itory ‘and’ repoxt: back ‘to ‘him, = i ¥ ‘la i

bt LBy” elect;ing t.q"*spend«t.ha winter>in’ thetvillagaa'-ot the' . Mandan, Le\hs"and ‘Clark
had"std.mbledon ‘a’ fafitastic piece”of Luck: charbormeau wanted t.o hire ‘ontai:an inter:
-pmter and he’ ‘would take: Sacagawea with. ‘nim, - VL. G, tnnay LW gaa o TS

et Charbonneau had spent his life''in" the Northwost. I.ewia and Clark.codld see.

imodiately ‘that "his’-experiance 'would':be ‘of 'inestimable’ value Sacagawed's presence

~the Pacific’ ‘Ocean, s RANEE A ,,‘,f_. ROyt ATV R AT TR ILITLEU RS SRR B

on the’continuation of’the trip’'would constitute a bonusi..tha: expedition’would be’
passing through Shoshone Indian territory. whare’ her ‘familiarity with the lnnguage-'-»
could’be of cmcial 1mport.anca. ‘Just how’ cmcia.‘l.. Lewis and clark had. yet xto \dis- '
cover. -

On February 11 Sacagawea gave blrt.h to a son, who wag name: Baptn.ste. '.l‘wo :
months later, on Aprll 7, Lewis and Clark, their 'party, and the Lharbooneau. fanily
headed-up«tha*ﬂissour:{.~in six ‘canoes, “bound: £or: umamountains«andadﬁmatelyr fox .3
Dmmamiog tath

Al phanks’int no* swall” measure~to: 'Jefferson, ‘the joumey of Lawis. an& clary; and
;he’contributions ‘of 'Sacagaweaare will 'documented, Jefferson ‘insisted that Lewis’
and Clark keep detailed diarias. ‘AB a-‘rasult. their observations. wong with thosge:
" of” others in‘the pa:t}(. ff‘ﬂm"ona ‘of “the’ most _complete ‘records of ‘enmploration in
history. And-the pivogal-‘role played by a young Indian woman, ‘instesd of ‘being ~
buried by- t:l.me. haa _come-down to us-in rich detail. The explorers took note even of
the swallest acts, " ‘as for: ‘example in th:l.s Sntry in Lewis-'s diaxy. dated Aprzl 9, "
only-two days-after the- ‘party left the’ Mandan enl L S

T ;-*"(Sacagawea) busied hersalf‘in -geaxch - -for’ithe wild art.i.chokes which’ tha mice
collect anddeposit-in ‘large hordes. “This operation ghe performed by. penetrating ‘the
earth with'a sharp stick” about some col‘lect:l.on‘ of  driftwood. Her 1abors soon proVed
successful. ‘and -she procured a-gobdd’ quantity ‘of thesa x:oot:‘s we
- .+ Not.long* after t.h:l.s. _however, Sacagaweaf provad ‘that she was. capable of rendern
ing ‘mach more vital service. ‘A - strony gust of wind-caught’ oneof the ‘boacs and cap-"
sized it, throwing valuable cazkgo into the ri.ver. C‘la:d:. reoords tho inc.xdem'. in his
diar;_r entry of May 1l4:" ' - Aot

o

- 4 -"The' artic].ea which :Eloa.ted out wero nearly‘all cauqht by 'tha'squaww wh.o wag "
“in ‘the" ‘rear.This accident had like to have ‘costt g dearly: -£for.in:this perxogue- were

embarkod -our ‘papers, - 1nstrumanta. ‘books, mdicine._ a great: proportion .0f our merche

andise and, in short..almost avery’ amcle indispons:.bly necessary to' furtherithe .
views and :Lnsure the' sucqess of t'.he onterpr:l.sa :i.n which we areunqt launohed to tho :
distance of 2, 200 ‘miles.” - P T s Lot <t e
~ . flsacagawea Ffell ill in md-Juna. but v overed afv.er about-a week =undar thn
solicitous care of Lewis. ‘One of his diary entries during- that period reveals that

he realized her continued 111 health or death, could jeopardize that cuccess of the

m.i.ss:.on: T, -

‘"About 2 p.m. T reached the ca.mp found t.he Ind.:.a.n woman extremely i1l and muoh

reduced-by her indisposition., This gave me some cojcern, as well as for the poor
object: heraelf » then wit;h a young child in her arms, as from her cond;.tion oﬁ her
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being our only dependence for & friendly negotiation with the Snske Indians, on. .-~

whom we depend for horses to sssist us in our portege.from the Missourl to the Gelu~
o O e andoF July the sepedition ectered Shoshons coulry, ead Sicagaves” .
. NOAr - Q : : p - : e

began -pointing .out familier landmarks, including the place where she had been Kide 5
napped. On August 13.captain Lewis and an advance party spotted . an Indian on Ho:cg‘g
back. Their-Driendly signals failed to gain his trust, however, and he rode.qff, The
party had better luck the following dey when they came upan & Shoahone wone:,;,_.d..'rh‘g,y.,_
women led them to a.camp, where they met &.chief and 60 warrioras. The chief, they .
would . find. out later was- Sacagawea's brother Cameahwait..: C oL S T

- .. A-fow day.later, Sacsgawea, Cherbopneau, Clark, and the rest .of the party arr-
ived-in.the Shoshone .camp, and.Sacegavea was joyfully reunited with her people. Ume.
of thermost.touching.incidents was he reunion with the young woman who had been iid-

. papped. with her: but had-esceped.later. The event is recorded in the Biddle-edi_ta,_gp- ¥
of the :diariess - ... o a0 . St : R

‘ "Wo soon drew near. to the camp,.sud: just-as we.approached it a .woman made Jer .

' way ‘through the crowd towards Sacagawee, and recognizing .each ather, they embracpd
with ther most.tender affection,.The meeting of these two young wogen hed in it gome-
thing peculiarly touching, not only in the ardent manner in which.their feeliugs .
were- expressed, :but from the real interest of their eituation. They had been compan-
iona in_childhood;-in the war with the Minuetareea they had-both been taken ceptivity
t111 one. of them had.escaped from the Minneterees, with scarce hope of everseeing ..
her~ friend free from the hands of her enemies,” .. - : : - ‘

'« .Later -on, in the same entry, the meeting.of Sacagawea with her brother is des.
eribed. She had just been summoned to the tent where Cameahwait and lewis and Clark
were meatingt .. - -u.ax - ol O T L T T g e T A

-, .8he came intc the tent, sat down, and was beginning to interpret, when in.
the person of Cameahwait she recognized her brother; she instently jumped up and ran
and embraced him, throwing over him her blankey and weeping profusely; the chief him-
self was moved, though not in the same.degree. -:fter some conversation between thex
she resumed her seat, and attempted to interpret for us,but her new jsituation seemed
to overpover her,.and she wag frequently interrupted by hertears". N

++  In.September.1805 they crossed the Continental Divige.gver the Bitterroat Rarge
and delightedly noted that the streams were flowing wesi, At the Clearwater River
they built cancEm, which they paddled down to the junotion of the snake (site of
Lewiston,:Jdaho, and.Clarkston, Washington) and on to the Columbia. On November 8
they caught 'sight of the Pacific, and a week later they had reaghed it-k,134 miles
from their starting poici,. Near the mouth of the Columldia, on & small stream lat«:

named the Lewis.and Clark River, they built Fort Clatsop and apent the winter.. .

t - The return journey.was much less eventful, though 1t certainly could nol be .
considered dull, Sacagawea continued to.assiat the party as an interpreter and point-
ed oul . a gap in the mountaing that -later became lmou. as the Bozeman Pass, The exped-
ition returned to the Mandan villages. Lewis and Clerk and their w viy went-on to St.
Louis; Sacagawvea, Charbonneau, and Baptiste remeined with the Indiawg. - e

Clark had taken a great liking to the young Beptiste during the long journey
and. ssked Charbonneau and Sacegawea if he could take him back to St.. . vuias,:The boy
was not: yet -weaned,however, and the -couple d¢ilined, In 1809 Clark arre=jed.to trans-
port the ‘family to St. Louis, and he extablia“~ed them on & farm., They returned west

in 1811 on an:expedition -led .by Manuel Liss,Lciving Baptiste with-Cx . .. .

-+i.. Though- Sacegawea was thought for years to have died among her pecp.~ an the

Washakisa Reservation in 184k, more reliable evidence would plage.the date of her

death sometime.before 1825, quite possibly as -arly as 1812 when she world stil) have
been on the Lisax expedition. - - ... e
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Sacagawaa was' ‘born into I“Shoahone'tribs near sent border of montanararnd-
ldaho.* ‘The date of hér birth is uncertain, ‘thquéh“i,t is thought to be either 1784
or‘1788. As'a .yourig ‘gi#l 'éhe was kidnapped by scme crow warriors and sold to a’ ‘pand
fﬁﬂidatsa on -the Missouri River ‘in North Dakota, 'They, in turn, sold her .toa . " -
rzanch-camadian fu: trapper nased Tpussaint cha:bonnuan. _ LR T
charbonneau married ‘her and-toak her with his’ two othar wives to 1ive in one
. of the willages of the Handan. near the present site of nisma:ck.*North Dakota. She
was still in hér teens andpregnant’ with Charbonneau's child when &- history-uakxng
event took‘place. one that would, effect the entire course of her life, not tY ment-
fon the lives of many others. The event was the arrival of Meriwether Lewis 'and -
william Clagk on October 26,1804, The two explorers and their party hadleft their -
starting point just above st. ‘LOu;s on May 14, charged by President Thomas-Je!farson
to explore the vast Loulsiana Te:titory and report back to him,

‘By electing tqQ spend the winter in the. villagas -of the Nandan, Leﬁ;s“and ‘Clark
had “stumbledon a fantastic piece of Iuck: Charbonneau. wanted to hire On -ad -an inter
~preter and he would take Sacagawea with him. ok A &

’ Charbonneau had spent his life in the Northwest. Lewis and Clark could see
immediately that his experience would be of inestimable value, Sacagawea'a presence
on the continuation of the trip would constitute a bonus: the expedltlon would be
passing through Shoshone Indian territory where herxr familiarity with' the language:
could be of crucial importance. Just how cruczal. Lewis and Cla:k had yet to dige=
cover.

On February 11, Sacagawea gave birth to a son, who was nams Baptlste. Two
months latey, on April 7, Lewis and Clark, their 'party, and tho Lharboonesu family
headed up the Missouri in six canoes, bound for the mountains and u}timately-for
“the Pacific Ocean. - 9 ‘ :

Thanks in no swall deasure to Jefferson, the journey of Lewis ard Clar* and
the contributions of Sacagawea are will ‘docunented, Jefferson insisted that Lewis’
and Clark keep detailed diaries. As a ‘result, their observations, ng with those

"of others in the papty, f#fm one of the. most complete recoxds of anzf loration in
history, And the pivotal role played by a young Indian woman, instesd of being
buried by time, has come down to us in xich detail. The explorers took note even .of
the smallest acts, as for example in this éntry in Lewxs's dxary, dated April 9,°
only two days after the party left the Mandan:

“(Sacagawea) busied herself in search for the wild artichokes which the mice
collect anddeposit in large hordes. This operation she perforumed by penetrating the
earth with a sharp stick about some collection of driftwood. Her labors socon proved
successful and she procured a good qpantlty of these roots.”

' Not.long after this, however, Sacagawea proved that she was capable of render=
ing much more vital service. A streny gust of wind caught’ oneof the ‘-boacs and cap=~
sized it, throwing valuable cargo into the river. Clark records the incident in hzs
diary entry of May 1l4:

- "The articles which floated out were nearly all caught by the squaw* who was ’
in the rear.This accident had like to have cost’ us dearly: for in'this perogue were

embarked our papers,-instruments, books, medicine, a great proportion- of our merch-
andise and in short, almost every article indispenSLbly necessary to further the
viewg and’ insure the Buccess of the enterprise in which we are ngvy launched to the
distfnce of 2,200 milesg."

Sacagawea fell ill in mid-June, but rt.overed after about a week under th~

::l;:izzzzdcgzz ::n::wtzé g;: 2f :t: diary entries during that period reveals that

Biseion: n ealth or death could jeﬂpardize that cuccess of the

"About 2 p.B. I reached the camp, found the Indian w and
oman extremel i11
reduced by her indisposition, This gave me some cocern, as well ag foz the poormucn

object herself, then with a young child in her arms, as from her condition af her
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_Fear the end of July the uxpodition enta:rod &wlhono cmmtry, :

began pointing out familiar landearks, including the place where she had been .
13uphinhdsmdmaﬂmuparty-pottodm1ndimmlm~!;e-

back, Their friendly sigoals fuiled to gein his trust, however, and he rode. ft‘
party had better luck the following day when they came upon a Shoshone women.
vomen hen to & osap, \merothqntachi‘fcnd&nrriarl.‘rhochior,thq
would find out later was Sacagavea's brother Cameahwait,.

fov day later, Ssomgewea, Charbonneau, Clark, and the rest of the pnrty
ived the Shoshone oamp, and Sacagaves was joyfully reunited with her people. O
of the most touching incidents was he rewnion with the young woman who had been ;id-
papped with her but had escaped lster. The event is recorded in the Biddle edztlon _
of the diariess

"We soon drew near to the camp, and just as we approeched it a woman made b,er
way through the crowd towards Sacagawes, and recogniring each other, they ambraced
with the most tender affection, The meeting of these two young women bad in it gome-
thing peculiarly touching, not only in the &rdent manner in which thelr feelinga
were expresssd, but from the real interest of their situation, They had been compan=
jons in childhood; ‘in the war with the Minnetarees they had-both been taken captivivy
t111 ote of ther had escaped fram the Minnetarees, with scarce hope of everseeing
her friend fres from the hands of her enemies,®

~ Later on, in the same entry, the meeting of Sacaguwea uith ber brother is des-
eribed, She had just been smummoned to the tent where Cameahwait and Lewis and Clark
vare naotingl

",..8he came into the tent, sat down, and was beginning to interpret, vhen in

the person of Cameahwait she recognized her brother; she instantly jumped up and ran
and embraced him, throwing over him her blankay and weeping profusely; the chief hinp-
self wvas moved, though not in the same degree, fter some conversation between them
she resumed her seat, and attempted to interpret for us,but her new isitustion seemed
to overpower her, and she was frequently interrupted by bhertears®,

In September 1805 they crossed the Continental Divide over the Bitterroct Rarge
and delightedly noted that the streams were flowing west., At the Clearwater River
they buil® canc®m, which they paddled down to the junction of the snake (Bite of
Leviston, ldaho, and Clarkston, Washington) and on to the Columbia, On November 8
they caught sight of the Pacific, and a week later they had reached it-l,134 milee
from their starting poiri, Near the mouth of the Columlia, on a small stream lat -
named the Lewis and Clark River, they built Fort Cletsop and spent the winter.

The return journey wes much less eventful, though 1t certainly eould nol be
congidered dull, Sscagavea continued to aesist the party as an interpreter and point-
ed put a gap in the mountaine that later became know . ag the Bozeman Pass. The exped-
ition returned to the Mandan villases, Levis and Clsrk and their p viy went on to St.
Louis; Secagaves, Charbonneau, and Baptiste remeined with the Indiaus. .

Clark had teaken & greet liking to the young Bsptiste during the long jJourney
and #sked Charbonneau and Sacagawvea if he could teke him back to St. . ouise,.. The boy
was not yet weaned,however, and the couple dcalined. In 1809 Clark arre=jed to trans-
port the family to Bt. Louis, and he extabliswed thew on a farm. They returned west

in 1811 on an expedition led by Manuel Lisa,Leciving Baptiste with Clx . _

Though Bacagawea was thought for years to have died among her peop.- om the
Vashakis Ressrvation in 184k, more relisble evidence would plage the date of her
death pometime before 1825, quite possibly as arly as 1812 when jhe wo-ld atill have
been on the Liss expedition,
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SACAGAWEA
HOKWE ca,l784-18127

Sacagawea was born 1ntu l”Shoshone tribe near sent border of montana-ard
1daho.* The date of heér birth is uncertain, thoué‘h ‘It "ie thought to be either 1784
or 1788. As @ young gi?l ‘she was kidnapped by sowe crow warriors and gold to a band
of Hidatsa on the Missouri River in North Dakota, They, in turn, 801 her to’a
Prench-Caiadian fur tragper named 1oussaint chArbcnneau. '

‘Charbonneau married ‘her and. took her with Ris two other wives to live in one
of the villages of the Mandan, near the present gite of Bismarck, North pakota. She
was still in heér teens andpregnant with Charbonneau's chila when a hlstory-makxng
event took place. one that would effect the entire course of her 1ife. riot t© ment-
fon the lives of many others. The event was the arrival of Meriwether Lewis “and
william Clagk on October 26,1804, The two explorers and their party hadleft thetr:
starting point jusg above St.‘Louls on May 14, charged by President Thomas Jefferson
to explore the wvast Loulsiana Territory and report back to him.

‘By electing tq spend the winter in the v1llages of the Mandan, Leﬂxs ‘and Clark
had 'stumbledon a fantastic piece of luck: Charbonneau. wanted to hire on’ as an inter
~preter and he would take Sacagawea with him, ET

Charbonneau had spent his life in the Northwest, Lewis and Clark could see
immediately that his experiéence would be of inestimable value. Sacagayeg's presence
on the continuation of the trip would@ constitute a bonus: the expedition would be
passing through Shoshone Indian territory where her famillarity with the language
could be of crucial importance. Just how crucdial, Lewis and clark had yet :to dis~
cover, :

On February 11, Sacagawea gave birth to a son, who was name Baptiste. Two
months later, on April 7, Lewis and Clark, their party, and the §hwrboaneau family
headed up the Missouri in six canoes, bound for the mountains and u}timateiy—for

‘the Pacific Ocean. L]

Thanks in no small measure to Jefiferson, the journey of Lewis and Clar* and
the contributions of Sacagawea are will documented., Jefferson insisted that Lewis’
and Clark keep detailed diaries. As a ‘result, their ocbservations, ng with those
of others in the part}, f#Rx one of the most complete records of anzfeuploratLon in
history, And the pivotal role played by a young Indian woman, instead of being
buried by time, has come down to us in rich detail. The explorers took noté even of
the smallest acts, as for example in this éntry in LEWLS'S dlary, dated April 9, -
only two days after the party left the Mandan?

"(Sacagawea) busied herself in search for the wild artichokes which the mice
collect anddeposit in large hordes."This operation she performed by penetrating the
earth with a sharp stick about some collection of driftwood. Rer labors soon proved
successful and she procured a good quantity of these roots."

Not long after this, however, Sacagawea proved that she was capable of render-
ing much more vital service. A streng gust of wind caught oneof the boa:s and cap-
sized it, throwing valuable cargo into the river. Clark records the incident in his
dlary entry of May l4:

. - "The articles which floated out were nearly all caught by the squaw* who was
in the rear.This accident had like to have cost us dearly: for in this perogue were
embarked our papers, instruments, bovks, medicine, a great proportion of our merch-
andlse ‘and, in short, almost every article 1ndlspen5lb1y necessary to further the
views and’' insure the Buccess of the enterprlse in which we aré ngvy launched to the
dlatance of 2,200 miles.”

Sacagawea fell ilil in mid-June, but i covered after about a week under th~
solicitous care of Lewis. One of his diary entries during that period reveals that
he realized her contlnued 11l health or death c0ula jeopardxze that cuccess of the
migsion:

mabout 2 p.m. I reached the camp, found the Indian woman extremely ill and much
reduced by her indisposition. This gave me some coycern, as well as for the poor
object herself, then with a young chiid in her arms, as from her condition of her
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being our only dependence for a friendly negotiation with the Snake Indians, on. . °
vhon we depend for horses to ssaist us in our portege from the Missouri to the Golu-
soia River,® ™~ DT 7 T T s T T e T TN

.Near the end of July the expedition erntered Shoshone country, and Sacagaw
began pointing out familiar landmarks, including the place where she had been kid-
napped. On August 13 ceptsin Lewis and an advence party spotted an Indian on Borggg ‘
back, Their friendly aignals failed to gain his trust, bowever, amd he rode.off, The
party had better luck the following day when they came upon & Shoshone women. The -
women led them to a ommp, where they met & chief and 60 wvarriors. The chief, they
would find ocut leter was Sacagavea's brother Cameahwait,. P

A fev day later, Sacagaves, Charbonneau, Clark, and the rest of the party arr-
jved in the Shoshone camp, and Sacagewee was joyfully reunited with her people. Ume
of the most touching incidents was he reunion with the young woman who had been kid-
nepped with her but had escaped later, The event is recorded in the Biddle editien
of the diaries:

"We soon drew near to the camp, and just es we spproached it a woman made her
way through the crowd towards Secagaves, and recognizing each other, they embraced
with the most tender affection, The meeting of these two young women hed in it some-
thing peculiarly touching, not only in the srdent msnner in which their feelings
were expressed, but from the real interest of their situation, They had been compan-
ions in childhood; in the war with the Minnetarees they had both been taken captivity
ti11 ‘one of them had escaped from the Minnetarees, with scarce hope of everseeing
her friend free from the hande of her enemies,® _ A

- Later on, in the same entry, the meeting of Sacagawes with her brother is des-
cribed, She had just been summoned to the tent where Cameshwait and lewls and Clerk
were meetingi : :

", ..5he came into the tent, sat down, and was beginning to interpret, when in
the person of Cameshweit she recognized her brother; she instantly jumped up and ran
and embraced him, throwing over him her blankey and weeping profusely; the chief him-
self was moved, though not in the ssme degree, ..fter some conversation between them
she resumed her seat, and attempted to interpret for us,but her new ‘situation seemed
to overpover her, and she was frequently interrupted by hertears®.

In September. 1805 they crossed the Continental Divide over the Bitterroct Rarge
and delightedly noted that the streams were flowing west, At the Clearwater River
they buil* camc®Z2, which they paddled dowm to the junection of the snake (site of
Lewiston, Jdaho, and Clarkston, Washington) and on to the Columbia, On November 8
they caught sight of the Pacific, and a week later they hed reached it-l,134 milee
from their starting poiri. Near the mouth of the Columlia, on & small stream lat -
named the Lewis and Clark River, they built Fort Cletsop and spent the winter,

The return journey was much less eventful, though it certainly eould nol be
considered dull. Sacagawes continued to aseist the party as an interpreter and point-
ed cut a gap in the mounteins that later became know . &g the Bozeman Paes, The exped-
ition returned to the Mandan villases., Levis and Clwk and their p vty vwent on to St.
Louis; Sacagavea, Charbonneeu, and Baptiste remsined with the Indiaaus. .

Clark had taken s great liking to the young Bsptiste during the long journey
and esked Charbonneau and Sacagawea if he could teke him beck to St,. . ouis,. The boy
was not yet weansd,however, and the couple dcalined. In 1809 Clerk arre-jed to trans-
port the family to 8t. Louis, and he extablis-ed them on a farm. They returned west
in 1811 on en expedition led by Manuel Liss,Lciving Baptiste with Clx .

Though Bacagawea was thought for yeers to have died among her peop.- an the
Weshakia Reservation in 1844, more relisble evidence would plage the date of her

death sometime before 1825, quite possibly as arly as 1812 when she wo-1ld still have
been on the Lisa expedition. ;o :
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