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vas the creator and maker of the animals, birds, trees, and plants,
nd finally of man. From his father of mysterious origin he had
earned the art of fire-making, and that of agriculture, and how to
wild a house; and these arts he communicated to mankind. In all
iis beneficent endeavors he was opposed by Awé*'ha'i and Tawiskaron,
vho continually strove to thwart his plans; but by the counsels of his
‘ather and his superior magic power he was able to gain the ascendency
wver them and became {at a contest in playing the game of bowl) the
-uler of the world. “The great and most important New Year cere-
nony among the Iroquois who still hold to their ancient faith and
-ustoms, at which is burned a purely white dog as a sacrifice, is held
'n honor of Teharonhiawagon for his works, blessings, and goodness,
which have been enjoyed by the people.” — J. N. B. Hewirr, in Hand-
Yook Amer, Indians,

Tawiskaron is practically identical with Chakekenapok in Algon-
juian mythology, a younger brother of Nanabozho.

Prophets

“From time to time in every great tribe and every important crisis
of Indian history we find certain men rising above the position of
ordinary doctor, soothsayer, or ritual priest to take upon themselves
an apostleship of reform and return to the uncorrupted ancestral be-
ief and custom as the necessary means to save their people from im-
pending destruction by decay or conquest. In some cases the teaching
pakes the form of a new Indian gospel, the revolutionary culmination
of a long and silent development of the native religious thought, As
the faithful disciples weie usually promised the return of the earlier
and happier conditions, the restoration of the diminished game, the
-xpulsion of the alien intruder, and reunion in earthly existence with
the priests who had preceded them to the spirit world —all to be
brought about by direct supernatural interposition — the teachers have
been called prophets. 'While all goes well with the tribe the religious
feeling finds sufficient expression in the ordinary ritual forms of tribal
ysage, but when misfortune or destruction threaten the nation or the
race, the larger emergency brings out the prophet, who strives to avert
he disaster by molding his people to a common purpose through in-
istence upon the sacred character of his message and thus furnishes
upport to the chiefs in their plans for organized improvemcnt or re-
ctance. Thus it is found that almost every great Indian warlike
.ombination has had its prophet messenger at the outset, and if all the
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facts could be known we should probably find the rule universal.
Among the most noted of these aboriginal prophets and reformers with-
in our arca are: Popé, of the Pueblo revolt of 1680; the Delaware
prophet of Pontiac’s conspiracy, 1762; Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee
prophet, 1805; Kanakuk, the Kickapoo reformer, 1827; Tavibo, the
Paiute, 1870; Nakaidoklini, the Apache, 1881 ; Smohallz, the dreamer
of the Columbia, 1870-1885; and Wovoka or Jack Wilson, the Paiute
prophet of the Ghost Dance, 1889 and later.” (Consult Mooney,
“Ghost Dance Religion,” in 14th Annual Report of the Bureau of
American Ethnology, part ii, 1896.) — JamEes MooNEY, in Handbook

Amer. Indians. . e
The Shawnee Prophet Cav ¥

Yod are very well acquainted with the residence of the Shawnoe
Prophet,'®® at or near the mouth of the Tipicanoe, we may date our
difficulties with the Indians from the time he and his followers first

100 Tenskwatawa, “the Shawnee Prophet,” was » twin brother of Tecumseh.
When quite a young man he apparently died; but when his friends assembled
for the funeral he revived from his trance, and told them that he had re-
turped from a visit to the spirit world. In November, 1805, when he was
hardly more than thirty years of age, he called around kim his tribesmen and
their allies, and announced himself as the bearer of = new revelation from the
Master of Life, which he had received in the spizit world. He denounced the
witchcraft and juggleries of the medicine-men, and ‘the “fire-water” obtained

" from the whites as poisen and accursed; and warned his hearers of the misery

and punishment which would follow all these evil practices. He advocated
more respect for the aged, community of property, the cessation of intermat-
riages between the whites and Indian women; and urged the Indians to discard
all clothing, tools, and customs introduced by the whites, and to return to their
primitive mode of life. Then they would be received into Divine favor, and
regain the happiness that they had known before the coming of the whites,
He claimed that he had received power to cure all diseases and avert death in
sickness or battle, This preaching aroused great excitement and a crusade
sgainst all who were supposed to practice witcheraft. The Prophet fixed his
headquarters at Greenville, Ohio, where many persons came from waricus
tribes of the northwest to learn the new doctrines, To Jend these authority, he
announced various dreams and revelations, and in 1806 predicted an eclipse of
the sun; the fulfilment of this browght him preat prestige, and enthusiastie
acceptance as @ true prophet. The movement spread far to the south and the
porthwest; it added many recruits to the British forces in the War of 1812,
and occasioned the bloody Creck War of 1813, But the influence of the Pro-
phet and his doctrines were destroyed by the battle of Tippecanoe; after the war
came to an end Tenskwatawa reccived 2 pension from the British government
and resided in Canada until 1826. Then he rejoined his tribe in Ohio, and
soon afterward removed with them to Kansas; he died there in November,
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settled at that place, not that I believe that his first intention was
inimical to the views of the United States, but when he found, he had
got such influence over the different Indians he immediately changed
his discourse and from the instructions he occasionally received from
the British, he was continually preaching up the necelsity of the In-
dians to have no intercourse with the Americans; as you will see in
his form of prayers that he learnt to all his followers. I was informed
by a very intelligent young man who has been often at the Prophet’s
village, and who has conversed with the Prophet and Tecumseh, he
gave me the following history of the Prophet.

The Prophet with all his brothers are pure Indians of the Shawa-
noe nation, and when a boy, was a perfect vagabond and as he grew
up he w? not hunt and became a great drunkard. While he lived near
Greenville in the State of Ohio, where spirituous liquor are plenty he
was continually intoxicated; having obscrved some preachers ** who
lived in the vicinity of Greenville a preaching or rather the motions,
etc., in preaching (as he cannot understand a word of English) it had
such an effect on him, that one night he dremt that the Great Spirit
found fault with his way of living, that he must leave of[f] drinking,
and lead a new life, and also instruct all the red people the proper way
of living. He immediately refrained from drinking any kind of spir-
ituous liquor, and recommended it strongly to all the Indians far
and near to follow his example, and laid down certain laws that was
to guide the red people in future. I shall here give you as many of
those laws or regulations as I can now remember, but I know I have
forgot many.

-1%  Spirituous liquor was not to be tasted by any Indians on any
account whatever. ; :

2  No Indian was to take more than one wife in future, but
those who now had two three or more wives might keep them, but it
would please the Great Spirit if they had only one wife.

3® No Indian was to be runing after the women; if a man was
single let him take a wife.

.18;7, at the present town of Argentine. “Although his personal appearance
was marred by blindness in one eye, Tenskwatawa possessed a magnetic and
powerful personality; and the religious fervor he created among the Indian
, tribes, unless we except that during the recent ‘ghost dance’ disturbance, has
been equaled at no time since the beginning of white contact.” — James MoonEy,

in Handbook Amer. Indians.
‘101 These were Shaker missionaries to the Indians, according to Forsyth (see

his sketch of Tecumseh and the Prophet in vol. iv of Forsyth Papers). - Eo.
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4* If any married woman was to behave ill by not paying proper
attention to her work, etc., the husband had a right to punish her
with a rod, and as soon as the punishment was over, both husband
and wife,'was to look each other in the face and lavgh, and to bear no
ill will to each other for what had palsed.

s All Indian women who were living with whitemen was to be
brought home to their friends and relations, and their children to be
left with their fathers, so that the nations might become genuine
Indians.

6t All medicine bags, and all kinds of medicine dances and songs
were to exist no more; the medicine bags were to be destroyed in
#resens of the whole of the people collected for that purpose, and at
the destroying of such medicine, etc., every one was to make open °2
confefsion to the Great Spirit in a loud voice of all the bad deeds that
he or she had committed during their lifetime, and beg for forgivenefs

"as the Great Spirit was too good to refuse.

48 No Indian was to sell any of their provision to any white
people, they might give a little as a present, as they were sure of get-
ting in return the full value in something else.

8@  No Indian was to eat any victuals that was cooked by 2 White
person, or to eat any provisions raised by White people, as bread, beef,
pork, fowls, etc, :

o* No Indian must offer skins or furs or any thing else for
sale, but ask to exchange them for such articles that they may want,

10t Every Indian was to consider the French, English, and Span-
fards, as their fathers or friends, and to give them their hand, but they
were not to know the Americans on any account, but to keep them at
a distance.

11*  All kind of white people’s drels, such as hats, coats, ete.,
were to be given to the first whiteman they met as also all dogs not of
their own breed, and all cats were to be given back to white people.

12'* The Indians were to endeavour to do without buying any
'merchandisc as much as polsible, by which means the game would be-
come plenty, and then by means of bows and arrows, they could hunt
and kill game as in former days, and live indcpendent of all white
people,

13 All Indians who refused to follow these regulations were to
be considered as bad people and not worthy to live, and must be put to

10z “Indians who have been present at some of these confessions, have re-

peated them to me, and certainly they were ridiculous in the extreme.”
—T. Forsyto (marginal note).
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death. (A Kickapoo Indian was actually burned in the spring of the
year 1809 at the old Kickapoo Town for refusing to give up his med-
icine bag, and another old man and old woman was very near sharing
the same fate at the same time and place). :

14® The Indians in their prayers prayed to the earth, to be fruit-
ful, also to the fish to be plenty, to the fire and sun, etc., and a certain
dance was introduced simply for amusement, those prayers were re-
peated morning and evening, and they were taught that a diviation
from these duties would offend the Great Spirit. There were many
more regulations but I now have forgot them, but those above men-
tioned are the principal ones.

The Prophet had his disciples among every nation of Indians, from
Detroit in Michigan Territory, to the Indians on the Milsilsippi and
[I] have since been informed, that, there were disciples of the Prophet,
among all the Indians of the Mifsouri and as far north as Hudson Bay
(see Tanner's narrative) always reserving the supreme authority to
himself, viz, that he (the Prophet) might be considered the head of
the whole of the different nations of Indians, as he only, could see and
converse with the Great Spirit. As every nation was to have but one
village, by which means they would be always together in case of dan-
ger. The Pottawatimi ians in the course of one season got tired of
this strict way of living, and declared off, and joined the main poque,***
chc-L_r\;muldaci‘n-owledgc the Prophet as his superiour, seeing
perfectly that he the Prophet was secking enfluence among the differ-

it Indian nations. Many Indians still follow the dictates of the
ml-i‘:!mcasure. The Prophet’s plan in the first instance
was to collect by fair means all the Indians he could, to live in the
same village with him, and when he thought his party sufficiently
strong, he would oblidge the others to come into measures by force,
and when so afsembled in great numbers, that he would be able to
give laws to the white people. Tecumseh 2 has been heard to say,

108 #The Main Poque was a pure Pottawatimie Indian, and a great juggler,
and made the credulous Indians believe every thing he said, he had great
influence among the Chipeways, Ottawas, Pottawatimies, Kicapoos, Sauks, Fox
and other Indians. He died along Lake Michigan in summer of 1816.”

—T. ForsyTH (marginal note).

See note 76 for sketch of this chief— Ep,

104 Tecumseh (properly Tikamthi or Tecumtha) was a celebrated Shawnee

" chief, born in 1768 at the Shawnee village of Piqua (which was destroyed by
-the Kentuckians in 1780); his father and two brothers were killed in battle
with the whites. “While still a young man Tecumseh distinguished himself
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“We must not leave this place” (meaning Tipicanoe) 1 “we must
remain stedfast here, to kecp those people who wear hats, in check;”
he also observed to the Indians, “no white man who walks on the
earth, loves an Indian, the white people are made up with such ma-
terials, that they will always deceive us, even the British who says
they love us, is because they may want our services, and as we yet
want their goods, we must, therefore, shew them some kind of
friendship.” -CTHomas ForsyTH,Jin unpublished letter to Gen. Y_V_l;.//

liam Clark (St. Louis, Dec. 23, 1812) ; in Forsyth Papers, vol. ix.
el p—

" in the border wars of the period, but was noted also for his humane character,

evinced by persuading his tribe to discontinue the practice of torturing prisoners.
Together with his brother Tenskwatawa the Prophet, he was an ardent oppon-
ent of the advance of the white man, and denied the right of the government to
make land purchases from any single tribe, on the ground that the territory,
especially in the Ohio valley country, belonged to all the tribes in common. On

* the refusal of the government to recognize this principle, he undertook the

formation of a great confederacy of all the western and southern tribes for
the purpose of holding the Ohio River as the permanent boundary between the
two races. In pursuance of this object he or his agents visited every tribe from
Florida to the head of the Missouri River. While Tecumseh was organizing
the work in the south his plans were brought to disastrous overthrow by the
premature battle of Tippecanoe under the direction of the Prophet, Nov. 7,
1811.” He fought for the British in the War of 1812, and was created by them
a brigadier-general, having under his command some 2,000 warriors of the
allied tribes. Finally, at the battle on Thames River (near the present
Chatham, Ontario), the allied British and Indians were utterly defeated by
General Harrison, Oct. 5, 1813; and in this contest Tecumseh was killed, being
then in his forty-fifth year. He may be considered the most extraordinary
Indian character in United States history. — James Mooxey, in Handbook Amer.
Indians.

108 Tippecanoe was a noted village site on the west bank of the Wabash

-River, just below the mouth of Tippecanoe River, Indiana. “It was origin-

ally occupied by the Miami, the earliest known occupants of the region, and
later by the Shawnee, who were in possession when it was attacked and de-
stroyed by the Americans under Wilkinson in 1791, at which time it contained
one hundred and twenty houses. It was soon after rebuilt and occupied by
the Potawatomi, and finally on their invitation became the headquarters of
Tecumseh and his brother the Prophet, with their followers, whence the
name Prophetstown.” Gen. W. H. Harrison marched against them with nine
hundred men, and near the town his army was attacked by the Indians (Nov.
7 1811), under command of the Prophet. The battle of Tippecanoe resulted
in the complete defeat and dispersion of the Indians, with considerable loss
on both sides. The site was reoccupied for a short time a few years later.

— Jases Mooxey, in Handbook Amer. Indians,
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was the creator and maker of the animals, birds, trees, and plants,
and finally of man. From his father of mysterious origin he had
learned the art of fire-making, and that of agriculture, and how to
build a house; and these arts he communicated to mankind. In all
his beneficent endeavors he was opposed by Aw#*'ha’i and Tawiskaron,
who continually strove to thwart his plans; but by the counsels of his
father and his superior magic power he was able to gain the ascendency
over them and became (at a contest in playing the pame of bowl) the
ruler of the world. “The great and most important New Year cere-
mony among the Iroquois who still hold to their ancient faith and
customs, at which is burned a purely white dog as a sacrifice, is held
in honor of Teharonhiawagon for his works, blessings, and goodness,
which have been enjoyed by the pecple.” — J. N. B. Hewrtt, in Hand-
book Amer. Indians. :

Tawiskaron is practically identical with Chakekenapok in Algon-
quian mythology, a younger brother of Nanabozhe,

Prophets

“From time to time in every great tribe and every important crisis
of Indian history we find certain men rising above the position of
ordinary doctor, socthsayer, or ritual priest to take upon themselves
an apostleship of reform and return to the uncorrupted ancestral be-
lief and custom as the necessary means to save their people from im-
pending destruction by decay or conquest. In some cases the teaching
takes the form of a new Indian gospel, the revolutionary culmination
of a long and silent development of the native relipious thought. As
the faithful disciples were usually promised the return of the earlier
and happier conditions, the restoration of the diminished game, the
expulsion of the alien intruder, and reunion in earthly existence with
the priests who had preceded them to the spirit world —all to be
brought about by direct supernatural interposition — the teachers have
been called prophets. While all goes well with the tribe the religious
feeling finds sufficient expression in the ordinary ritual forms of tribal
usage, but when misfortune or destruction threaten the nation or the
race, the larger emergency brings out the prophet, who strives to avert
the disaster by molding his people to a common purpose through in-
sistence upon the sacred character of his message and thus furnishes
support to the chiefs in their plans for organized improvemcnt or re-
sistance. Thus it is found that almost every great Indian warlike
combination has had its prophet messenger at the outset, and if all the
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facts could be known we should probably find the rule universal.
Among the most noted of these aboriginal prophets and reformers with-
in our area are: Popé, of the Pueblo revolt of 1680; the Delaware
prophet of Pontiac's conspiracy, 1762; Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee
prophet, 1805; Kanakuk, the Kickapoo reformer, 1827; Tavibo, the
Paiute, 1870; Nakaidoklini, the Apache, 1881 ; Smohalla, the dreamer
of the Columbia, 1870-1885; and Wovoka or Jack Wilson, the Paiute
prophet of the Ghost Dance, 1889 and later.” {Consult Mooney,

“Ghost Dance Religion,” in 74tk Annual Report of the Bureau of [

American Ethnology, part i, 1896.) — JamMEs MooNEY, in Handbook
Amer. Indians.

: T2
The Shawnee Prophet r (,_—,(54(‘*

You are very well acquainted with the residence of the Shawnoe
Prophet,'® at or near the mouth of the Tipicanoe, we may date our
difficulties with the Indians from the time he and his followers first

100 Tenskwatawa, “the Shawnee Prophet,” was a twin brother of Tecumseh.
When quite a young man he apparently died; but when his friends assembled
for the funeral he revived from his trance, and told them that he had re-
turped from a visit to the spirit world. In November, 1805, when he was
hardly more than thirty years of age, he called around him his tribesmen and
their allics, and announced himself as the bearer of a new revelation from the
Master of Life, which he had received in the spirit world. He denounced the
witcheraft and juggleries of the medicine-men, and the “Are-water” obtained

" from the whites as poison and accursed; and warned his hearers of the misery

and punishment which would follow 2]l these evil practices. He advocated
more respect for the aged, community of property, the cessation of intermar-
riages between the whites and Indian women; and urged the Indians to discard
al] clothing, tools, and customs introduced by the whites, and to return to their
primitive mode of life,. Then they would be received into Divine favor, and
regain the happiness that they had known before the coming of the whites,
He claimed that he had received power to cure all diseases and avert death in
sickness or battle. This preaching aroused great excitemnent and a crusade
against all who were supposed to practice witchcraft, The Prophet fixed his
headquarters at Greenville, Ohio, where many persons came from wvarious
tribes of the northwest to learn the new doctrines. To lend these authority, he
announced various dreams and revelations, and in 1806 predicted an eclipse of
the sun; the fulfilment of this brought him great prestige, and enthusiastic
acceptance as a true prophet. The movement spread far to the south and the
northwest; it added many recruits to the British forces in the War of 1812,
and occasioned the bloody Creek War of 1813. But the influence of the Pro-
phet and his doctrines were destroyed by the battle of Tippecanoc; after the war
came to an end Tenskwatawa recelved a pension from the British government
and resided in Canada until 1826. Then he rejoined kis tribe in Ohio, and
goon afterward removed with them to Kansas; he died there in November,
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settled at that place, not that I believe that his first intention was
inimical to the views of the United States, but when he found, he had
got such influence over the different Indians he immediately changed
his discourse and from the instructions he occasionally received from
the British, he was continually preaching up the necelsity of the In-
dians to have no intercourse with the Americans; as you will see in
his form of prayers that he learnt to all his followers. I was informed
by a very intelligent young man who has been often at the Prophet’s
village, and who has conversed with the Prophet and Tecumseh, he
gave me the following history of the Prophet,

The Prophet with all his brothers are pure Indians of the Shawa-
noe nation, and when a boy, was a perfect vagabond and as he grew
up he w not hunt and became a great drunkard. While he lived near
Greenville in the State of Ohio, where spirituous liquor are plenty he
was continually intoxicated; having observed some preachers % who
lived in the vicinity of Greenville a preaching or rather the motions,
etc., in preaching (as he cannot understand a word of English) it had
such an effect on him, that one night he dremt that the Great Spirit
found fault with his way of living, that he must leave of [f] drinking,
and lead a new life, and also instruct all the red people the proper way
of living. He immediately refrained from drinking any kind of spir-
ituous liquor, and recommended it strongly to all the Indians far
and near to follow his example, and laid down certain laws that was
~ to guide the red people in future. I shall here give you as many of
those laws or regulations as I can now remember, but I know I have
forgot many. .

1" Spirituous liquor was not to be tasted by any Indians on any
account whatever. ' ‘

2 No Indian was to take more than one wife in future, but
those who now had two three or more wives might keep them, but it
would please the Great Spirit if they had only one wife.

3% No Indian was to be runing after the women: if a man was
single let him take a wife,
1837, at the present town of Argentine. “Although his personal appearance
was marred by blindoess in one eye, Tenskwatawa possessed 2 magnetic and
powerful personality; and the religious fervor he created among the Indian
_ tribes, unless we except that during the recent ‘ghost dance’ disturbance, has
been equaled at no time since the beginning of white contact.” — James MooNey,

in Handbook Amer. Indians,
101 These were Shaker missionaries to the Indians, according to Forsyth (see

his sketch of Tecumseh 2nd the Prophet in vol. 1v of Forsyth Papers). — Eb.
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4 If any married woman was to behave ill by not paying proper
attention to her work, etc., the husband had a right to punish her
with a rod, and as soon as the punishment was over, both husband
and wife,'was to look each other in the face and laugh, and to bear no
il will to each other for what had palsed.

5 All Indian women who were living with whitemen was to be
brought home to their friends and relations, and their children to be
left with their fathers, so that the nations might become genuine
Indians.

6't  All medicine bags, and all kinds of medicine dances and songs
were to exist no more; the medicine bags were to be destroyed in
presens of the whole of the people collected for that purpose, and at
the destroying of such medicine, etc., every one was to make open 1°2
confefsion to the Great Spirit in a loud voice of all the bad deeds that
he or she had committed during their lifetime, and beg for forgivenels

“as the Great Spirit was too good to refuse.

g No Indian was to sell any of their provision to any white
people, they might give a lictle as a present, as they were sure of get-
ting in return the full value in something else.

8% No Indian was to eat any victuals that was cooked by 2 White
person, or to eat any provisions raised by White people, as bread, beef,
pork, fowls, etc, :

9% No Indian must offer skins or furs or any thing else for
sale, but ask to exchange them for such articles that they may want.

10" Every Indian was to consider the French, English, and Span-
jards, as their fathers or friends, and to give them their hand, but they
were not to know the Americans on any account, but to keep them at
a distance.

118 All kind of white people’s drels, such as hats, coats, etc.,
were to be given to the first whiteman they met as also all dogs not of
their own breed, and all cats were to be given back to white people.

12*® The Indians were to endeavour to do without buying any
'mcrchandise as much as pofsible, by which means the game would be-
come plenty, and then by means of bows and arrows, they could hunt
and kill game as in former days, and live independent of all white
people.

13 All Indians who refused to follow these regulations were to
be considered as bad people and not worthy to live, and must be put to
—;;T‘I_r;dians who have been present at some of these confessions, have re-

peated them to me, and certainly they were ridiculous in the extreme.”
~T. ForsYTH {marginal note).
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death. (A Kickapoo Indian was actually burned in the spring of the
year 1809 at the old Kickapoo Town for refusing to give up his med-
icine bag, and another old man and old woman was very near sharing
the same fate at the same time and place).

14® The Indians in their prayers prayed to the earth, to bc fruit-
ful, also to the fish to be plenty, to the fire and sun, etc., and a certain
dance was introduced simply for amusement, those prayers were re-
peated morning and evening, and they were taught that a diviation
from these duties would offend the Great Spirit. There were many
more regulations but I now have forgot them, but those above men-
tioned are the principal ones.

The Prophet had his disciples among every nation of Indians, from
Detroit in Michigan Territory, to the Indians on the Milsilsippi and
[I] have since been informed, that, there were disciples of the Prophet,
among all the Indians of the Mifsouri and as far north as Hudson Bay
(see Tanner’s narrative) always reserving the supreme authority to
himself, viz, that he (the Prophet) might be considered the head of
the whole of the different nations of Indians, as he only, could see and
converse with the Great Spirit. As every nation was to have but one
village, by which means they would be always together in case of dan-
ger. The Pottawatimie Indians in the course of one season got tired of

Wm and declared off, and joined the main poque,®®
as he never would acknowledge the Prophet as his superiour, seeing

perfectly that he the Prophet was secking enfluence among the differ-
ent Indian nations. Many Indians still follow the dictates of the
mgimcasum The Prophet’s plan in the first instance
was to collect by fair means all the Indians he could, to live in the
same village with him, and when he thought his party sufficiently
strong, he would oblidge the others to come into measures by force,

and when so afsembled in great numbers, that he would be able to
give laws to the white people. Tecumseh 2% has been heard to say,

108 “The Main Poque was a pure Pottawatimie Indian, and a great juggler,
and made the credulous Indians believe every thing he said, he had great
influence among the Chipeways, Ottawas, Pottawatimies, Kicapoos, Sauks, Fox
and other Indians. He died along Lake Michigan in summer of 1816.”

—T. ForsyTH (marginal note).

See note 76 for sketch of this chief— Ebn.

104 Tecumseh (properly Tikamthi or Tecumtha) was a celebrated Shawnee
chief, born in 1768 at the Shawnee village of Piqua (which was destroyed by
-the Kentuckians in 1780); his father and two brothers were killed in battle
with the whites. “While still a young man Tecumseh distinguished himself
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“We must not leave this place” (meaning Tipicanoe) 1 “we must
remain stedfast here, to keep those people who wear hats, in check;"”
he also observed to the Indians, “no white man who walks on the
earth, loves an Indian, the white people are made up with such ma-
terials, that they will always deceive us, even the British who says
they love us, is because they may want our services, and as we yet
want their goods, we must, therefore, shew them some kind of

friendship.” CTHomAs ForsyTH,%in unpublished letter to Gen. le—//

liam Clark (St. Louis, Dec. 23, 1812) ; in Forsyth Papers, vol. ix.

in the border wars of the period, but was noted also for his humane character,
evinced by persuading his tribe to discontinue the practice of torturing prisoners.
Together with his brother Tenskwatawa the Prophet, he was an ardent oppon-
ent of the advance of the white man, and denied the right of the government to
make land purchases from any single tribe, on the ground that the territory,
especially in the Ohio valley country, belonged to all the tribes in common. On
the refusal of the government to recognize this principle, he undertook the
formation of a great confederacy of all the western and southern tribes for
the purpose of holding the Ohio River as the permanent boundary between the
two races. In pursuance of this object he or his agents visited every tribe from
Florida to the head of the Missouri River. While Tecumseh was organizing
the work in the south his plans were brought to disastrous overthrow by the
premature battle of Tippecanoe under the direction of the Prophet, Nov. 7,
1811.” He fought for the British in the War of 1812, and was created by them
a brigadier-general, having under his command some 2,000 warriors of the
allied tribes. Finally, at the battle on Thames River (near the present
Chatham, Ontario), the allied British and Indians were utterly defeated by
General Harrison, Oct. 5, 1813; and in this contest Tecumseh was killed, being
then in his forty-fifth year. He may be considered the most extraordinary
Indian character in United States history. — JAMEs MooNEY, in Handbook Amer.
Indians.

105 Tippecanoe was 2 noted village site on the west bank of the Wabash
River, just below the mouth of Tippecanoe River, Indiana. “It was origin-
ally occupied by the Miami, the earliest known occupants of the region, and
later by the Shawnee, who were in possession when it was attacked and de-
stroyed by the Americans under Wilkinson in 1791, at which time it contained
one hundred and twenty houses. It was soon after rebuilt and occupied by
the Potawatomi, and finally on their invitation became the headquarters of
Tecumseh and his brother the Prophet, with their followers, whence the
name Prophetstown.” Gen. W. H. Harrison marched against them with nine
hundred men, and near the town his army was attacked by the Indians (Nov.
7, 1811), under command of the Prophet. The battle of Tippecanoe resulted
in the complete defeat and dispersion of the Indians, with considerable loss
on both sides. The site was reoccupied for a short time a few years later.

— Jases Mooxey, in Handbook Amer. Indians.




