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WARRIORS & CHIEFS

Potawatomi warrior Wabansi, or “‘First Light,” was the
last light many of his enemies saw.

o begin to understand

Wabansi, or “First
Light," warrior chief of the
Potawatomi Indians, one
must begin to understand
both the period in which
Wabansi lived and some-
thing of the culture of the
Potawatomi. Wabansi lived
in a time of immense social
and cultural upheaval for the
Potawatomi. White coloniza-
tion along the Ohio River
was burgeoning northward
into Ohio and Indiana,
while further inroads were
being made in the area sur-
rounding Detroit. As if that
pressure was not enough,
there was almost constant
savage warfare with the
Creek and Cherokee to the
south and constant turmoil
with Indian nations to the
west—particularly the Osage
and the lowa.

Wabansi grew up in the
midst of all that turmoil. He
was described in his youth as
“being raised in the strictest
pure Indian manners and
customs by his parents, as his
demeanor and appearance
promised much to his anx-
ious parents, and no pains
were spared in watching the
youth’s life, examining him
very closely in his dreams.”
The boy was noted in his
youth as being of quiet dis-

Wabansi's youthful feats were many and as
daring. Even at the time he was painted by Charles Bird King,
the old Potawatomi war chief was not to be taken lightly.

By Jim Dowd

.

gory as they were

pride, folly, and crime, they
have destroyed themselves.”

Potawatomi culture in the
early years of Wabansi’s life
was very complex. Even
today there is no absolutely
clear understanding of its
many facets. The Potawa-
tomi were a horticultural
people, and their tribal (or
national) domain extended
along the eastern shores of
Lake Michigan, down and
into the southern edge of the
great lake in Indiana; in
[llinois, their territory spread
westward from the lake to
the Rock River and south to
Peoria. Their tribal domain
extended all along the west-
ern shores of Lake Michigan
and also into areas north of
Green Bay, Wis.

The Potawatomi were
loosely divided into bands.
Small villages were spread
throughout the Old North-
west, and these villages con-
tained groups of families,
which were further sub-
divided into clans. The clan
was patrilineal in nature, and
naming of young people fol-
lowed a system of available
clan names from the fathers’
forebears or ancestors.
Wabansi was just such a
name. It was a Thunder
Clan name, much the same
as his father’s name before

position, a youth who sel-
dom spoke, though not ill-natured.
As he grew into adolescence, Wabansi
became a noted hunter, and he became
a leader of war parties at a very tender
age. Parents and friends tried, in despera-
tion, to dissuade the youth from going
on the war parties, but Wabansi's only
answer was, “I am as much of a man as
those who are going.” He first gained
notoriety when a group of confederated
Chippewa, Ottawa, Sac and Fox, Kicka-
poo, Delaware, Shawnee, Menomine and
Potawatomi marched against the Peoria,
Wea and Piankashaw. The latter three
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tribes were doomed. It was decided in a
grand council that they were to be extin-
guished from the face of the earth.

At a time and date specified, the vil-
lages of these unfortunates were sur-
rounded. A massacre ensued in which
Wabansi played a prominent part. All
were massacred without regard to age or
sex, until the few survivors begged for
quarter. An old Potawatomi chief, Pitow-
goshek (“Between the Sky”), remarked
years later, “Look at them, now they are
but a handful, when once the earth
appeared too small for them, but by their

him. The name can be vari-
ously translated as Early Light, A Break
of Light at Dawn, A Ray of Light in the
Gray (or Fog), or Eastern (or First) Light.
Personal power was the crux of ancient
Potawatomi ambition. Each individual
maintained a personal “guardian)” or
“Spirit Bundle,” called Pitchkosan
(“Watches Over Us”), an ancient and
traditional guardian or intermediary who
protected and guided the individual to
Kchemanito, the Great Spirit.
Wabansi’s was a life of war and sav-
agery. In the first great battles of his life,
Continued on page 24
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THEY SAW THE ELEPHANT
Women in the Cdlifornia Gold Rush
By JoAnn Levy
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Darlis A. Miller
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foreword by Darlis A.
Miller.

$11.95

HISTORICAL ATLAS
OF THE AMERICAN
WEST
By Warren A. Beck
and Ynez D. Haase
“The book is fascinating and
useful, filled with a colorful

spectrum of information
relating to the social,
economic, and cultural
history of the American
West"—Oregon
Historical Quarterly,
$18.95

Write for FREE caratogs.
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By Andrew Rolle
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Times Book Review.
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University of Oklahoma Press
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Continued from page 8

he showed a brutal and savage disposi-
tion. His need for danger bordered on
desperation. He is known to have led at
least three war parties against the Qsage
in Missouri. On the first foray, he is said
to have captured 40 prisoners and killed
and scalped a great number. He tock for
a son one of the Qsage prisoners, Wazah,
and is said to have treated him with all
the tenderness he accorded his own chil-
dren. Two of his known wives were also
Osage. Wabansi once related the blood-
curdling tale of how he did away with
one of these wives. It scems the elder wife
became stubborn and contrary, and
Wabansi told his youngest wife that she
must kill the elder woman. In Wabansi’s
own words, he told his young wife, “If
you do not kill her the first blow [ will
kill you.!” The young woman did as she
was bid, and Wabansi's only regret was
that he had been very foolish, as he had
given 10 horses for the old wife.

Sometime in 1794 or 1795, First Light
had his most desperate battle. He was in
a war party led by his brother Black Par-
tridge. They had gone against the Osage,
who had encamped inside Forr Caron-
delet, in Vernon County, Mo. This fort
was owned by Aupuste and Pierre Chou-
teau. The Osage leader was described by
Wabansi as a horned devil, since he had
numerous protuberances on his head.
The affair was to be conducted at the
break of day, but a heavy fog settled in,
and the warriors in the Potawatomi party
became disheartened. Not so, Wabansi.

Agninst the entreaties of his brother
and son, Wabansi decided that he would
enter the fort through a porthole. He
berated the warriors in the party for
being fainthearted, scoffing: “l am the
only brave man here. Tonight [ will enter
the fort” With Black Partridge at his rear,
he entered the fort with some difficulry.
He found a great number of the enemy
sleeping and finally came upon the so-
called horned devil. As Wabansi
approached him, the Osage leader awoke,
and as Wabansi struck forth with his
tomahawk, he missed his blow. A second
thrust was parried with a buffalo rohe,
and the horned devil hellowed in rage,
awakening his fellows.

At length, Wabansi's blows began to
take effect, and the chief’s head began
to flow with bload. A brave approached,
hut First Light quickly struck him and
took his scalp; Wabansi then swung his
tomahawk in every direction to ward off
the blows now being aimed at him by
furious Osage warriors. With bloody
scalp in hand, he retreated toward the
porthole by which he had entered. So

Continued on page 62
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WARRIORS & CHIEFS
Continued from page 24

desperate was his retreat, he left his gun
behind. But he got out safely, and the
Potawatomi warriors then retired.

In 1811, Tecumseh, perhaps the most
renowned of all Indian leaders, had risen
to prominence in the Old Northwest.
Wabansi was active in the service of the
great mentor. He later claimed that he
had only tried to raise an army of war-
riors to aid the gallant Shawnee, but he
had been, in fact, quite active in the
various battles of Tecumseh's terrible war
of independence. Prior to joining Tecum-
seh, Wabansi was active in other
theaters. In October 1811, Wabansi and
his braves ambushed a boat on the
Wabash River in Indiana. War whoops
rang out across the swift-flowing Wabash
that day, and numerous volleys were
fired. Upon seeing a number of the boat-
men fall, Wabansi jumped into the river
and attempted to swim to the raft and
take the remaining boatmen captive.
When he reached the boat, he was
grected by une of the more stalwart fel-
lows on board with the bitter end of a
bayonet. The steel blade entered his
shoulder, but Wabansi managed to pull
the boatman into the water and kill him.
Wabansi was at the point of death when
his son Wazah and a friend pulled him
out of the water. '

It took 10 days for his wounds to heal
sufficiently, and Wabansi swore revenge
against the Chemokemons, “white men.”
A short time afterward, he approached
a stage station and attempted to steal
some horses, Noise created by the horses
alerted the owner, and he was soon in
putrsuit. This was a tragic mistake. The
white man was soon overcome by
Wabansi, who drove a large butcher knife
through his heart and took his scalp.

It is probable that Wabansi really saw
“the First Light” in the War of 1812. If
he was at the battle of the Thames at
Moraviantown on October 19, 1813, he
certainly would have been enlightened
as to the strength of the Chemokemons.
With the fall of Tecumseh and the Brit-
ish army in full retreat, the Indian allies
fell into compiete disarray. It must have
awed them beyond belief. Very few of the
Indians who were involved in this affair
cver again fought against the fledgling
nation whose numbers were like the
leaves on the trees in a forest.

Wabansi disappeared from view after
1813. He reappeared in historical records
in 1816, when he signed a treaty of
“Peace, Friendship, and Limits. . .on the
Southwestern Parts of Lake Michigan
His name on the treaty appeared as
“Wapunsy” In 1828, he signed another
treaty, one that was well-oiled with whis-

key. When Michigan Governor Lewis
Cass told Wabansi that ane of the chiefs
would not sign the treaty unless he was
given a bribe, Wabansi became indig-
nant. “An Indian who will lie is not
worthy to be called a brave,” he thun-
dered. “He is not fit to live. If he refuses
to sanction what we agreed to in council,
I'll cut his heart out” Cass later said that
he had great difficulty in preventing
Wabansi from carrying out his threat.
When the day of the actual treaty sign-
ing came about, an Indian debauched
with whiskey stabbed First Light.
Wabansi was cared for by Agent Thomas
Tipton and survived. Upon Wabansi's
recovety, Tipton, like Cass, had a seri-
ous problem on his hands. Wabansi was
determined to find the Indian who had
stabbed him and kill him. The warrior
who had committed the deed was popu-
lar, and a tribal feud would erupt if
revenge was exacted. Tipton begged First
Light to forgive the injury. Wabansi
replied: “A man that will run off like a
dog with his tail down for fear of death,
is not worth killing, I will not hurt him.”
In 1832, the Black Hawk War engulfed
the area of northern Illinois and south-
ern Wisconsin, Had Wabansi and the
other Potawatomi joined with Black
Hawk in this disaster, the frontiers would
have been a sea of blood. Wabansi, it
seems, had had his fill of problems with
the Chemokemons, or else he realized that
times had changed. He joined, instead,
with the whites and served, along with
Captain Billy Caldwell and Shabi (“He
Has Pawed Through™), as an Indian scout
throughout the campaign. He signed the
famous Treaty of Chicago in the follow-
ing year and left for a new home in [owa.
Some vyears after he had settled in
lowa, Wabansi's remaining Osage wife
left him. He returned all the way to
lllinois in putsuit of her. When he
entered a Sac lodge and inquired of some
young men concerning his wife, the
young men laughed at him. Suddenly,
Wabansi stepped across the lodge and,
drawing forth his tomahawk, tapped the
heads of three young men. In a most
haughty manner, he addressed the chiefs
and the young scoffers, “Do you not
know that this man who spoke to you
is a great man, a brave, and a chief of the
Potawatomies?” Silence reigned. An old
warrior had had his say, and there was
no one who would speak against him,
It was a lonesome man who returned
to his people in western lowa. Troubles
would still beset him. Some Miami
Indians stole his horse, and Wabansi
waited in silence for an opportunity to
right this loss. Hearing that the agent for
the Miami was about to pay them their
annuities, he took his friend Louisan and
nephew Chikakose (“Little Crane”) with
him to the Miami agency. In an imperi-
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one of the sermons [ observed in the con-
gregation the Pottawatamic interpreter
seated upon his bench with his vener-
able old chief, Wau-bon-sa...with
several of his tribe seated near; while he,
in an undertone, was, with much appar-
ent earnestness, interpreting the sermon
to them. [ subsequently learned that,
though his earthly pilgrimage had
reached nearly ninety years, he had
never before heard a Gospel sermon. He
listened with scemingly solemnity, and
occasionally gave a nod of approval”
Ome year later, in 1844, Wabansi
addressed Major Clifton Wharton in
council. Said Wharton: “Wah-baun-sey
(Day Light), a very aged Chief, so old
that, contrary to custom, he sat while he
made the following reply. ‘My friends: we
are glad to see you, to have you come
and encamp with us, bur this land is as
much yours as ours. My friends, you
have had a good deal to say to others.
When the Superintendent was here he
told us to make improvements, as you
have told us. He said {ook at the White
people how they live, they raise plenty
to cat, and never suffer. When we
exchanged land for this land we made a
fair exchange and we wish always to live
here. 1 told the Superintendent 1 would
endeavour ro do like the Whites. 1 would
take hold of the plough and do like
Whites to support Wife and children.
The Superintendent told us to raise corn,
and we would never suffer. That is all |
have got to say on this subject. Whiskey
is bad, and we know it; but, what I am
going to mention is as bad as Whiskey.
The Ioways are as bad as whiskey—they
destroy our hogs, and [ wish they could
be taken out of rthe country. | wish they
could be taken over the river—tie them
round the neck and take them. We spoke
to them friendly once, but wished them
go over the river, but they kept saying,
hy and by. That is all [ have got to say.”
Wabansi made a final trip to Washing-
ton in November 1845. This visit laid the
groundwork for the treaty of 1846 with
the Patawatomi. It was to be the final
journey in a long life for First Light. On
the return trip, the stagecoach over-
turned near Cincinnati. The old man,
by then, was suffering grievously from
the pains of old wounds and age. A.L.
Wolfe, a pioneer of Mills County, stated:
“At the time of his death the Indians
wrapped the Chief's body in a blanket
with peeled bark outside and placed it
with his personal effects consisting of a
flintlock musket, a tomahawk, beads and
other ornaments in a box of thick boards
split or hewn from logs. This was placed
in the fork of a latge nak tree about
twelve or fifeeen feet from the ground,
the box being sccured o the limbs of the
tree by a chain that passed round them.”
First Light was at last extinguished. 1 ;

“Made in the tradimion
of the Old West” -

Holster, cartridge belts, rifle scabbards and mora.
By using old original antiqus items as palterns
we are able to give you the very best in authen-
tic handmade reproductions. These origingl
styles are not offered by anyone else. Send $3.00
for our fully illustirated calalog and see for
yourself.

Old West Reproductions
446 Florence South Loop, Dept. W
Florence, Montana 59833

Call or write for
a FREL culalog
of books about
outlaws, lawmen,
mountain men,
and the rest

The Early West
Box 9292, Dept 3
College Stalion, Texas 77842

1-800-245-5841

Celebrate July 4th & All Events

CARBIDE CANNON

BIG BANG! $109.°¢

Mummolh Cannons shoot
with terrific BANG! | lave
& bang-up time at special
events.  LUses  powdered
carbide wnme. Hundreds
of shots tor few cents, Al metal censrucnon with Large,
rugrged cast-iron wheels, Machined brass mechanism for cisy
loading and fiting. Authentic turn of century design. Hand-
some decor when moc i use, Made in USA 1o Last a liketine

Available in 3 sizes: 9 cannon, $49.95 postpaid; 17 cannon,
S89.95 posipu S5 cannon shown here) with rapid hiony
and automatic loading, $10995 postpaid. | he Target the can

nen the kouder the bang! Carbide amamao, Whotr N shots, S9N
Y pucks kor S0, Send vhech, money order or call. Visa,
Mistert urd sccepred by mail or phone (2553 866 0777, Giwe
card number & expiration. Money back guaraniec

The Conestoga Co., Tnw,, Pept WST, PO Bor 3065, Bethleher, PA 18016

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG!

Indian-Artifact
Magazine

For Indian & Artifact Enthusiasts

¢ Articles, pictures, historical &
educational infarmation.
* Everything about collecting, buying,
finding & enjoying.
* A valuable reference & resource.
1 Yr. — 4 Issues — §17.°°
HENI} PAYMENT TO LMY
Indian-Artifact
Magazine
Dept. WE o
RD #1 = Box 240
Turbotville, PA 17772

Money back guarantee on
wmased copies. Canada add $3.000 [

i,




-

~ ous manner, the old Potawatomi chief

approached the Miami chiefs and
demanded payment for his horse. If he
was not paid, he boasted that he would
take six Miami horses right in front of
their eyes; he dared them to stop him.
This was an effrontery of no small mag-
nitude. The Miami agent, General John
Tipton, knowing the character of the
man before him, advised the Miami to
pay for the horse, He further told them
that Wabansi might put them to more
trouble than they were aware of, and it
would not do to get the old man angry.
Finally, after a protracted silence, a
Miami chief placed $100 on the table and
told Wabansi to take it. First Light
refused and demanded that the money
be placed in his hand. The agent inter-
vened and placed the money in
Wabansi's hand, to which the old war-
rior replied, “That’s right; now [ am well
pleased. If vou had not paid me you
would have scen hard times.”

In 1835, Wabansi, then a man of
70-plus winters, traveled to Washing-
ron, D, for the first time. Delegations
from the tribes were commonly invited
to Washington by the government dur-
ing this period. Wabansi had an inter-
view with President Andrew Jackson
and addressed him as “Brother-Brave”
and “Warrior,” Nothing of any great
importance was effected by the visit. [n

A riverboat comes under attack by Arikara warriors. During a similar ambush on the

Wahash in October 1811, Wabansi killed the boatman who very nearly killed him.

1837, Wabansi set his hand to a docu-
ment intended for the secretary of war.
It was a petition in favor of having a
Catholic school and missionaries from
the Missouri province attend to the
Potawatomi. This document is dated
September 12, 1837.

In June 1843, Wabansi was present at
a great assemblage of tribes in the Indian
Territory at a place called Tallequah. The

Reverend William H. Goode recorded his
impressions of Wabansi: “Wau-bon-sa, a
Potawtamie Chief, said to be eighty-seven
years of age, treated with great respect by
thase of his tribe present; complete
Indian costume, with the skin of a cow
split in the middle, through which his
head was thrust, covering his shoulders
and back, and the tail hanging down
before!” Goode went on to say: “During

AT 1AST! A Significant Challenge to the Traditional Accounts

of Custer’s Little Big Horn Cavalry Attack Actions
~ Unique in American Western History Literature ~~

GENERAL CUSTER’S FINAL HOURS

Correcting a Century of Misconceived History

By Roger Darling

This new book by 1988 and 1990 Literary Award winning atthor Roger
Darling is one of the most profound presentations ever made of Custer's
final hours. From that ominous moment early on Jurte 25, 1876 when Cus-
ter looked west from the Rosebud divilde-Crow's Nest, the reader takes
a fascinating march with the 7th Cavalry—to the lone tepee, the turn north
from Reno Creck, Weir Point, aind beyond. Clear new facts expose numer-
ous misconceptions about what ocenrred at those locations. This book
revolutionizes understanding of Custer's demise; it causes the reader to
rethink entirely Custer’s teadership of those dramatic troup actions.

Professional Insights Two Stimulating Sections

Something missing and long overdue in Custer literature is provided—
professional military-intelligence analysis of Custer’s tactical maneuvers
during that fateful march. It is a rare exposure to the dynamics of opera-
tional intelligence evaluation. The reader is privy to the specilic informa-
tion available 1o Custer at the divide, lone tepee, Reno Creek turn, Weir
Point, and then explores the trwe mititary-tactieal conptent of Custer's ae-
tions relative to the terrain, the enemy target{s), his strategy, his troop
movement options and choices, the implications of his orders—and much
more. Primary seurce material skillfully interwoven with infelligence as-
sessment methods proves the vast discrepancies between the now revealed
historical farts and a century of inaccurate book accounts. A powerful
statement, GENERAL CUSTER’S FINAL HOURS bireaks with that re-
lentless conformity of authors using the same superficial and obsolete tradi-
tional deseriptions (and assumptions} to explain Custer’s troop movements.

Selected misconeeptions concerning troop-leadership actions other
than Custer's are also introduced and discussed—e. g, Terry, Benteen, Reno,
Montana troops, ete. These reveal how pervasive are kistorical inaccura-
ctes throwghout the 1876 expedition, not only in books, articles, films, but

in the official records, Reno Court proceedings, participant accounts, For
exanmple, readers see precisely how General Sheridan contorted the 1876
Secretary of War Report, and how this helped generate a century of mis-
coneeived history, ete.

GENERAL CUSTER’S FINAL HOURS—(Cavalry-yellow paperback w/
Indian village design; 9 x 6, 50 pages, regional map, Preface, Treatise, Anno-
rated Fontnotes. ISBN #0-9621488-2-2, Library of Congress Card #9]1-68408.
Per Copy Price: $8.00 ® (115, postage/puckaging: $2.00) @ Total: $10.00
A Special Companion Book — Also Not To Be Missed

The author's 1$90 award-winning book 4 SAD AND TERRIBLE
BLUNDER, GENERALS TERRY AND CUSTER AT THE LITTLE
BIG HORN: NEW DISCOVERIES, covers the total 1876 campaign—
professionally analyzing in even greater depth the strategy/tacties of
4l troop unitscommanders, not just Custer, but ‘Terry, thbbon, Rena,
Benteen, ete. By far the most penetrating account ever. Vast new infor-
mation/photos, (Both books selected by the U.S. National Park Service
for sale at the Custer Battlefield National Monument, Montana.)
BLUNDER has: 315 pages, 65 photos (moest never before published),
18 maps, 21 "‘Photo Outlines™, Foreword, 15 Chapters, extensive Anno-
tated Footnotes, Bibliography, Index—hard cover, Roxite green, gold
stamping, 8% x 11. ISBN #-9621488-1-4. Library of Congress Card
#90-60075, (Detailed brochure availahle on request.)

Per Copy Price; $28,50 @ (U.S. postage packaging: $:3.50) @ Thial: $32.00

¥ Potomac-Western Press, Inc. 3
PO. Box 1332-W, Vienna, Virginia 22183
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